415]          OTHER PRINCIPLES OF LEGISLATION

We have seen in discussing the classification of the sharl'ah
values, that many held the view that the word sunnah may
mean both the sunnah of the Prophet and that of his Com-
panions. It would seem that in actual practice usually no
distinction was made between the two sunnahs, and that
the writers on usul-al-fiqh attempted to draw such a distinc-
tion, only because they were driven by the logical necessi-
ties of the case. Hence one may without hesitation say that
in practice the sunnah of the Companions has exercised
great influence on the development of the Mohammedan
law. One may easily convince himself of this by a refer-
ence to the fiqh books where a great number of decisions
have been based on the sunnah of the Companions. This
is also borne out by the great number of traditions found in
the hadlth collections, bearing on the sunnah of the Com-
panions.1

The  views  of  the   canonists  on this  subject may be
summarized as follows :2

(1)   The sunnah of the companions is by unanimous
opinion (ijmaf) binding on those points concerning which,
though generally known, no opposition has been made on
the part of the Moslems.

(2)  Their sunnah is not binding on the points on which
they have disagreed among themselves.   There is an ijmaf
on this opinion.

(3)   There is disagreement as to the binding force of
their sunnah on the points on which it is not known whether
they have agreed or disagreed: according to al-Shafi'i their
sunnah on such points is not binding, because it cannot have
been based on direct hearing from the Prophet, and because
the Companions in their ijtihfid, like other canonists, are

1 Cf. Sprenger, p. 2.

2 Tawdlh, p. 384.